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Aging changes, universal or 
heterogeneous? 
Aging changes can be attributed to 

• an inherent process, referred to as the aging process; 

• genetic defects; 

• disease processes; and 

• the environment.



Opportunities to 
study what is 
universal

Fig. 1. Adjusted mean differences in cognitive functioning



Opportunity to study 
diverging trends

Living Longer, With or Without Disability? A 
Global and Longitudinal Perspective
Jinkook Lee, PhD, Samuel Lau, BA, Erik Meijer, PhD, Peifeng
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The Journals of Gerontology: Series A, Volume 75, Issue 1, 
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167, https://doi.org/10.1093/gerona/glz007

Population representative disability prevalence rates

https://doi.org/10.1093/gerona/glz007


Opportunity to study disparity

Notes: Estimates are conditional on observing individuals at age 70 or older to avoid censoring on pension 
income level. Income depicted in 2020 euros. Values are computed by first taking the median of non-zero, 
inflation-adjusted annual after-tax pension income reported by individuals across interviews and then taking 
the median by sex and country.
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What explains sex-
based differences?

• Work history differences

• Labor force participation over lifecycle 

• Earnings over lifecycle

• Policy differences 

• Retirement eligibility policies 

• Progressivity of benefits



Thank You!
Happy 20th Anniversary!
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