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A free public resource designed to facilitate cross-national and 
longitudinal studies on aging using the HRS international network of 
studies 

2R01 AG030153, also collaborate on 2R24AG048024, 1U24AG072699
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• United States
• Mexico
• England
• Austria
• Belgium
• Denmark
• France
• Germany
• Greece

• Israel
• Italy
• Netherlands
• Spain
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• Costa Rica
• Korea
• Czech Republic

• Republic of Ireland
• Poland
• Japan
• Indonesia
• China
• Ghana
• India
• Russia
• South Africa

• Estonia
• Hungary
• Portugal
• Slovenia
• Luxembourg
• Croatia
• Brazil
• Scotland
• Northern Ireland

• Bulgaria
• Cyprus
• Finland
• Latvia
• Lithuania
• Malta
• Romania
• Slovakia
• Malaysia

Health and Retirement Studies 
Around the World 
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Characteristics of 
HRS-INS

• Population 
representative of older 
adults

• Longitudinal
• Multidisciplinary 
• Coordinated survey 

instruments
• Enhanced economic 

data
• Integrated biomarkers
• Publicly available
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HRS Studies: Core Content Areas
Demographic
Age, gender, education, marital status, place of birth, rural/urban
Health
Disease, cognition, physical functioning, health behaviors, depression, physical measures
Healthcare Services
Insurance, utilization, expenditure, out-of-pocket spending
Work & Employment
Employment status/history, labor force, disability, retirement, pension
Economic Status
Income and consumption: earnings, asset income, government transfers, food/non-food 
consumption 
Wealth: financial assets, housing, non-financial assets
Family Structure & Social Network
Parents’ demographics, household structure, family transfers, caregiving, social participation
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• Overview of HRS family studies
• Study overviews
• Survey questionnaires
• Flow-charts illustrating questionnaire skip patterns
• Search by keyword or by topic

• Cross-study concordance tables of specific survey topics
• In-depth documentation of cross-study comparability
• Survey statistics & contextual data shown in interactive graphs and tables
• Policy Explorer 
• Search of publications based on HRS family surveys
• Harmonized data

What’s Available on the Gateway
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• Links to study’s cohort profile 
paper

• Introduces the study’s 
sampling framework

Study Overviews
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• Highlights the timing of 
the core interview 
collection periods

• Provides information on 
other types of surveys 
fielded as part of the 
study

Study Overviews

www.g2aging.org 9



• Provides information on 
refreshment samples

• Highlights study 
participation by wave for 
each sample

Study Overviews
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• Lists the types of 
administrative linkages 
included in the study

Study Overviews
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• Links to obtain all 
available study data, 
including restricted data

• Links to obtain 
Harmonized versions of 
study data

Study Overviews
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• Provides detailed 
information about all 
parts of the survey

• Core interview
• End of Life interview
• Life History interview
• Self-Completion survey
• Health assessment
• Harmonized Cognitive 

Assessment Protocol 
(HCAP)

• Includes order of modules 
and order of questions 
within modules

Survey Questionnaires
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• Illustrates survey skip 
patterns 

• Shows the location of all 
survey items inside the 
interview

• Indicates how the question 
was asked and to whom

Flow Charts
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• Includes question 
text and interviewer 
prompts

• Includes answer 
types and choices, 
and how the values 
are formatted

Individual Survey Questions
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• Search using any 
keyword

• Can limit search by 
study and year

• View results from 
every survey 
questionnaire

• View results from 
every Harmonized 
dataset

Keyword Search

www.g2aging.org 16



• Search from over 100 
survey topics

• Can limit search by 
Harmonized dataset 
and year

• View results from 
every Harmonized 
dataset

Topic Search
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• Domain-specific comparison tables
• Sample / Interview
• Demographics
• Health
• Insurance and Healthcare Utilization
• Cognition
• Financial & Housing Wealth
• Income & Consumption
• Family & Social Network
• Employment
• Retirement
• Pension
• Stress & Psychosocial
• Harmonized Cognitive Assessment 

Protocol
• Life History Interview
• Physical Measures
• End of Life Interview
• Physical Measures/Biomarkers

Concordance Across Surveys
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• Domain-specific user guides
• Chronic Medical Conditions
• Financial Transfers
• Expectations
• Employment & Retirement
• Income
• Wealth
• Cognition
• Health Behavior
• Informal Care
• Household Expenditure
• Health Care Utilization & Expenditure
• Stress
• Physical & Anthropometric Measurement
• Physical Health Functioning
• Subjective Well-Being

• Recent Presentations
• Webinars
• Conference presentations

Documentation & Presentations
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Graphs & Tables
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• Can select from over 100 
topics, 29 countries, and 
13 years

• Filter individual level and 
household level results

• Produces population 
estimates

• Weights are already 
applied

• Do NOT need to 
download datasets

• View as graph, table, or 
map

• Can easily download 
your results in a variety 
of formats



Graphs & Tables
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Can compare survey statistics with contextual data



Gateway Policy Explorer
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• Allows researchers to 
understand the policies in 
place at the time of the 
survey

• Policy details collected and 
indexed by country and year

• Currently focuses on public 
pension policies

• Policies currently available for 
10 countries

• Plan to add more countries 
to eventually cover most 
countries with a HRS study

• In the process of collecting 
and making available long-
term care and education 
policies



Gateway Policy Explorer
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Full details for each 
policy for each country 
are also distributed as 
a standalone PDF 
document with 
detailed tables and 
formulas



Publications Based on Surveys
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Users can find publications based on the family of Health and Retirement Surveys 
around the world that are relevant to their research focus

• Select from
• Survey
• Topic

• Search by
• Title
• Author 
• Source
• Year

• Download selected 
citations in a variety 
of formats



Harmonized Data
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Harmonized datasets are created to provide comparable research-ready 
variables:
• Harmonized variables contain a subset of the original survey variables
• Variables are defined as similarly as possible across all Harmonized datasets
• Each dataset combines all available waves; each individual is one record
• Intuitive variable naming is used across all Harmonized data: e.g. r1work – whether the 

respondent is currently working in Wave 1
• Spouse versions of most variables are also created: e.g. s2work – whether the 

respondent's spouse is currently working in Wave 2
• Study specific variable names are employed: e.g. r1lbrf_e – respondent’s labor force 

status in Wave 1 of ELSA, with different response scale
• Variables have been built to account for any survey skip pattern
• Each dataset is accompanied with a Harmonized codebook



Simple Harmonization
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Harmonized variable name: RwSMOKEV
Harmonized variable codes:
• 0.No, the respondent has never smoked
• 1.Yes, the respondent has smoked

HeSmk
Have you ever smoked cigarettes?

1. Yes
2. No

HESka
Do you smoke cigarettes at all 

nowadays?
1. Yes
2. No

I30
Do you currently smoke?

1. Yes, daily
2. Yes, less than daily

3. No

I31
Have you smoked in the past?

1. Yes, daily
2. Yes, less than daily
3. No, never smoked

ELSA wave 1 ELSI wave 1

If HeSmk = 1 If I30 = 3

RwSMOKEV
0. No
1. Yes

Harmonized variable



Complex Harmonization
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JSTAR Self-completion 2007

Harmonized JSTAR

31. Do you manage your assets 
together with your spouse (or 

common-law spouse) or separately?

35. Does your spouse have 
savings in his or her own name?

35-1. About how much 
does your spouse have in 

these accounts?
Next Question

Next 
Question

32. Do you have 
savings in your own 

name?

32-1. About how much do you
have in those accounts?

Next Question

If 31 = Yes

H1ACHCK
Wave 1 Household Assets:

Savings

If 32 = Yes

If 35 = Yes

JSTAR CAPI 2007
G-017. Do you and your spouse manage your savings and investments 

separately, or together? If you manage them together, please answer the 
following questions for your and your spouse’s funds all together. If you 

manage your savings and investments separately, please answer for your own 
funds.

G-022-1. Do you have any savings? Please include 
regular bank or postal savings, fixed-term or fixed 

amount savings, including at credit unions, 
agricultural cooperatives, and credit banks.

G-022-2. About 
how much savings 

do you have?

G-022-2-1. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?

G-022-2-2. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?

G-022-2-3. Do you have more/less 
than ___ yen in savings?Next Question

If G-022-1
= Yes

If G-022-2
= missing

If G-022-1
= No

If 32 = No

If 35 = No

If 31 = No



Harmonized Codebooks
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Each harmonized dataset is accompanied by its own codebook

• Introduces the harmonization project 
and study

• Overviews survey timing, survey 
design, and sampling framework

• Discusses weighting and imputation

• Details specifics of harmonization 
process

• Divides variables into sections based 
on research domain



Harmonized Codebooks
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Summarizes each set of variables



Harmonized Codebooks
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Details variable creation and any assumptions made in the creation



Harmonized Codebooks
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Highlights 
differences between 
waves and any 
differences between 
this variable and the 
HRS version of the 
Harmonized variable



Harmonized Codebooks
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Lists all the variables from the originating dataset used in the creation of the 
variable



Harmonized ELSA Core File
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The Harmonized ELSA file focuses on the ELSA core interview data, and includes values 
from the ELSA financial derived variables data, derived variables data, nurse data, pension 
grid, and the index file. It does not include any data which is not publicly released. 

Harmonized ELSA, Version G.2
- Incorporates the first nine waves of ELSA (2002 - 2018)
- Available on UKDS as part of the main ELSA data download



Other Harmonized Core Files

www.g2aging.org 34

Harmonized HRS - incorporates the first fourteen waves of HRS (1992 - 2018), complementing RAND HRS
Harmonized MHAS - incorporates the first five waves of MHAS (2001, 2003, 2012, 2015, 2018)

Harmonized SHARE - incorporates the first, second, fourth - eighth waves of SHARE (2004, 2006, 2010, 
2013, 2015, 2017, 2019) 
Harmonized CRELES - incorporates the five waves of CRELES (2005, 2007, 2009, 2010, 2012)
Harmonized KLoSA - incorporates the first eight waves of KLoSA (2006 - 2020)

Harmonized JSTAR - incorporates the first three waves of JSTAR (2007, 2009, 2011) 
Harmonized TILDA - incorporates the first two waves of TILDA (2010, 2012)
Harmonized CHARLS - incorporates the first four waves of CHARLS (2011, 2013, 2015, 2018)

Harmonized LASI - incorporates the first wave of LASI (2017-2019)
Harmonized MARS - incorporates the first wave of MARS (2018-2019)



Harmonized ELSA End of Life File
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The Harmonized ELSA End of Life file is built using the end-of-life interviews which are performed with a 
close relative or caretaker after the time of the respondent’s death and include invaluable information 
about the circumstances of the respondent’s death, the time in-between the last interview and death, and 
the respondent’s estate.

Harmonized ELSA End of Life, Version A.2
- Incorporates ELSA Waves 2-4 and Wave 6 End of Life surveys (2004 - 2013)
- Available on UKDS as part of the main ELSA data download



Other Harmonized End of Life Files
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Harmonized HRS End of Life - incorporates HRS Waves 2-14 Exit surveys (1994 - 2018)
Harmonized MHAS End of Life - incorporates MHAS Waves 2-5 Next-of-Kin surveys (2003 - 2018) 

Harmonized SHARE End of Life - incorporates SHARE Waves 2-8 End of Life surveys and SHARE Corona Survey 
Round 1 (2006-2020) 
Harmonized KLoSA End of Life - incorporates KLoSA Waves 2-8 Exit surveys (2008-2020)
Harmonized CHARLS End of Life - incorporates CHARLS Wave 2 Exit survey (2013)

Harmonized JSTAR End of Life – under final review for JSTAR Waves 2-4 Exit surveys (2009 – 2015)



Harmonized ELSA Life History File
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The Harmonized ELSA Life History file is built using the life history interviews during which the respondent 
provides retrospective reports about their entire life including their childhood, education, job history, 
marriage history, child birth, accommodation history, and health history. 

Harmonized ELSA Life History, Version A.2
- Incorporates ELSA Wave 3 Life History survey (2007)
- Available on UKDS as part of a special access data download



Other Harmonized Life History Files
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Harmonized SHARE Life History - incorporates SHARELIFE (Wave 3 and Wave 7) Life History surveys (2008, 
2017)
Harmonized CHARLS Life History - incorporates CHARLS Life History survey (2014)

Harmonized KLoSA Job History – under review
Harmonized HRS Life History – being built



Harmonized ELSA COVID File
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The Harmonized ELSA COVID file is built using the COVID-19 interviews that were fielded in response to the 
global pandemic. It provides more immediate information on the impact of the global pandemic and 
includes questions on COVID-19 related diagnoses and symptoms, hospitalizations, deaths, mitigation 
behaviors, changes in health behaviors and healthcare utilization, financial situation and support, 
employment, care, social contact, and psychosocial behaviors.

Harmonized ELSA COVID, Version A
- Incorporates Rounds 1-2 of the ELSA COVID-19 Substudy (2020) 
- Currently under review by ELSA team 
- Can be created using Stata Creation Code from the Gateway

- covid.g2aging.org



Other Harmonized COVID Files
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Harmonized HRS COVID – incorporates Round 1 of the COVID-19 module in HRS Wave 15 (2020) 
Harmonized SHARE COVID – incorporates Round 1 of the SHARE Corona Survey (2020)



Harmonized ELSA HCAP File
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The Harmonized ELSA HCAP file is built using the Harmonized Cognitive Assessment Protocol battery which 
measures a range of key cognitive domains affected by cognitive aging (including attention, memory, 
executive function, language, and visuospatial function) and allows comparisons between populations 
around the world. This Harmonized file includes sophisticated cognitive imputations and latent variables. 

Harmonized ELSA HCAP, Version A
- Incorporates Wave 1 of ELSA-HCAP survey (2018)
- Currently under review by ELSA team



Other Harmonized HCAP Files
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Harmonized LASI-DAD - incorporates Wave 1 LASI-DAD survey (2018-2020)
Harmonized HRS-HCAP - under review by study

Harmonized Mex-Cog – incorporates Wave 1 Mex-Cog survey (2016)
Harmonized Chile-Cog - being built
Harmonized CHARLS-HCAP - being built



Obtaining Harmonized Data
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• Harmonized data files 
are either distributed 
through the Gateway or 
the originating study

• In some cases, the data 
files are created by users 
based on the Stata 
creation code provided 
by the Gateway



Obtaining Harmonized COVID Data
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Register at the Gateway Website

www.g2aging.org 45

• Our Harmonized datasets and codebooks are publicly available and free!
• To download, all you have to do is register on our website



Requested Citation
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“This analysis uses data or information from the Gateway to 
Global Aging Data (g2aging.org), produced by the Program on 
Global Aging, Health & Policy, University of Southern California 
with funding from the National Institute on Aging (R01 
AG030153).”

http://g2aging.org/


Learn More
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Visit us at g2aging.org
COVID website: covid.g2aging.org

Email: help@g2aging.org

Past webinars: Documentation tab
Blogs: News and Blogs tab

https://g2aging.org/
https://covid.g2aging.org/
mailto:help@g2aging.org
https://g2aging.org/?section=documentation
https://g2aging.org/news-blogs
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